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Ein cyf/Our ref MA-L/VG/0720/19 
 
Mick Antoniw AM 

Chair of the Constitutional and Legislative Affairs Committee 
 

1 October 2019 
 
Dear Mick 
 
Transfer of responsibility for the Stop Smoking Wales Service from Public Health 
Wales NHS Trust to Local Health Boards 

 
I wish to bring a procedural matter to your attention. 
 
The “Stop Smoking Wales” service (‘SSW’) is a national service that is funded by the Welsh 
Government and currently provided by Public Health Wales NHS Trust (‘PHW’). Following a 
review of smoking cessation services in Wales, I decided to transfer responsibility for SSW 
from PHW to Local Health Boards (LHBs). As smoking cessation services have become 
part of mainstream NHS service provision, it is logical for this specialist front line cessation 
service to be planned, organised and managed by LHBs. 
 
SSW comprises of staff, employed by PHW, who manage and run SSW smoking cessation 
clinics. To effect the transfer of SSW staff from PHW to LHBs, I have made the attached 
Order, utilising the powers in paragraph 24 of Schedule 2 to the National Health Service 
(Wales) Act 2006. The Order will come into force on 1 October 2019. As Section 203(3)(c) 
of the 2006 Act states that the power of Welsh Ministers to make an Order under paragraph 
24 of Schedule 2 is not exercisable by way of a statutory instrument, the Order will not be 
subject to any statutory procedure. 
 
I have also written to PHW and the LHBs, to direct the transfer of responsibility for the 
delivery of SSW, with effect from 1 October 2019. I attach a copy of this letter for your 
reference. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Vaughan Gething AC/AM 
Y Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol  
Minister for Health and Social Services 
 
CC Dai Lloyd AM, Chair of the Health, Social Care and Sport Committee 
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Chief Executive and Chair, Public Health Wales 
Chief Executives and Chairs, Health Boards/NHS Trusts 
 
 

30 September 2019 
 

Dear colleague,  
 
Transfer of responsibility for the Stop Smoking Wales Service from Public Health 
Wales NHS Trust to Local Health Boards 

 
I write further to the letter of Dr Frank Atherton, Chief Medical Officer/Medical Director NHS 
Wales, dated 26th October 2018, to confirm the decision to transfer responsibility for the 
delivery of the Stop Smoking Wales (SSW) service from Public Health Wales NHS Trust to 
Local Health Boards (LHBs), with effect from 1st October 2019. 
 
As a result of the transfer, LHBs will be responsible for the planning, organisation and 
delivery of all face-to-face smoking cessation services within their areas.  
 
To retain the specialist expertise in the Stop Smoking Wales Service, those PHW 
employees currently providing face-to-face services will be transferred to the employment of 
the LHBs.  
 
Public Health Wales NHS Trust will continue to provide the ‘once-for-Wales’ functions in the 
Help Me Quit system, including marketing, workforce training and development, and quality 
assurance and improvement, to support local delivery by LHBs. System leadership will 
continue to be provided by the Tobacco Control Strategic Board.  
 
The Welsh Ministers will continue to fund the transferred services, but will re-allocate the 
funding from PHW to each LHB, accordingly. A recurrent transfer of £1.073m per annum 
from the PHW core allocation into the main LHBs allocation will take place. As the transfer 
will take place on 1st October 2019, these allocations will be prorated. Details of the funding 
to be provided to each LHB from 1st October 2019, for the service, is provided in Annex A. 
This funding is to be ring-fenced for smoking cessation activity.  
 
To support the transfer, a further recurrent financial transfer of £67,435 will be provided to 
the main Health Boards Allocation by the Welsh Government. Costs for 2019-20 will be 
prorated. Details of the supplementary funding provided to each LHB is also provided in 
Annex A. 
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Yours sincerely, 

 
Vaughan Gething AM  

Y Gweinidog Iechyd a Gwasanaethau Cymdeithasol  
Minister for Health and Social Services



Annex A 
 
Funding to be provided to Health Boards for the Stop Smoking Wales service from 1st October 2019 
 
 

 
 
Health Board  

Annual 
Stop 
Smoking 
Wales 
budget  

Pro-rata 
budget  
(1 October 
2019- 31 
March 2020) 

Annual 
Supplementary 
Funding from 
the Welsh 
Government  

Pro-rata 
Supplementary 
Funding from the 
Welsh Government 
(1 October 2019-  
31 March 2020) 

Annual total budget 
(SSW budget and 
supplementary 
Welsh Government 
funding) 

Aneurin Bevan 204,970 102,485 17,897 8,949 222,867 

Cardiff and Vale  145,232 72,616 11,767 5,884 156,999 

Cwm Taf 161,852 80,926 5,296 2,648 167,148 

Betsi 
Cadwaladar 226,918 113,459 11,702 5,851 238,620 

Hywel Dda 125,513 62,757 6,963 3,482 132,476 

Powys 56,844 28,422 2,141 1,071 58,985 

Swansea Bay 151,688 75,844 11,669 5,835 163,357 

 Total  1,073,017 536,509 67,435 33,718 1,140,452 



NATIONAL HEALTH 
SERVICE, WALES 

The Transfer of Staff (Stop 
Smoking Wales Service) Order 

2019 

Made 26 September 2019 

Coming into force 1 October 2019 

The Welsh Ministers make the following Order in 
exercise of the power conferred by paragraph 24 of 
Schedule 2 to the National Health Service (Wales) Act 
2006(1). 

Title and commencement 

1.—(1) The title of this Order is the Transfer of Staff 
(Stop Smoking Wales Service) Order 2019. 

(2) This Order comes into force on 1 October 2019. 

Interpretation 

2. In this Order— 
“the Act” (“y Ddeddf”) means the National Health 
Service (Wales) Act 2006; 
“Local Health Board” (“Bwrdd Iechyd Lleol”) 
means a Local Health Board established in 
accordance with section 11(2) of the Act; 
“Public Health Wales NHS Trust” 
(“Ymddiriedolaeth GIG Iechyd Cyhoeddus 
Cymru”) means the NHS Trust established by the 
Public Health Wales National Health Service Trust 
(Establishment) Order 2009(2); 
“PHW” (“ICC”) means Public Health Wales NHS 
Trust; 
“SSW” (“DSC”) means the Stop Smoking Wales 
Service; 
“the transfer date” (“y dyddiad trosglwyddo”) 
means 1 October 2019;  
“the transferee Local Health Board” (“y Bwrdd 
Iechyd Lleol sy’n drosglwyddai”) means the Local 
Health Board to whose employment a person was 
informed in writing by PHW, prior to the transfer 

 
(1) 2006 c. 42. 
(2) S.I. 2009/2058 (W. 177). 
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date, that they would be transferring on the transfer 
date. 

Transfer of staff to Local Health Boards 

3.—(1) This article applies to a person who— 
(a) immediately before the transfer date is 

employed by PHW in connection with the 
functions of SSW, and 

(b) has been notified in writing by PHW prior to 
the transfer date that they are to be transferred 
to the employment of a Local Health Board 
on the transfer date. 

(2) The contract of employment of a person to whom 
paragraph (1) applies is, on the transfer date, to be 
transferred to the transferee Local Health Board. 

(3) The contract of employment of a person whose 
employment has transferred to a Local Health Board 
under paragraph (2)— 

(a) is not terminated by the transfer, and 
(b) has effect from the transfer date as if 

originally made between that person and the 
transferee Local Health Board. 

(4) Without prejudice to paragraph (3)— 
(a) all the rights, powers, duties and liabilities of 

PHW under, or in connection with, the 
contract of employment of a person whose 
employment transferred to the transferee 
Local Health Board on the transfer date under 
paragraph (2), are to transfer to the transferee 
Local Health Board, and 

(b) any act or omission before the transfer date 
by, or in relation to, PHW, in respect of that 
person or that person’s contract of 
employment, is deemed to have been an act or 
omission of, or in relation to, the transferee 
Local Health Board. 

(5) Paragraphs (2) to (4) do not have effect to 
transfer the contract of employment of a person to 
whom paragraph (1) applies, or any rights, powers, 
duties and liabilities under, or in connection with, that 
contract, if, before the transfer date, that person 
informs PHW that they object to becoming employed 
by the transferee Local Health Board. 

(6) Where a person to whom paragraph (1) applies 
has objected to the transfer of that person’s contract of 
employment to the transferee Local Health Board as 
described in paragraph (5), the transfer operates so as 
to terminate that person’s contract of employment with 
PHW. 

(7) Subject to paragraph (8), a person whose contract 
of employment is terminated in accordance with 
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paragraph (6) is not to be treated, for any purpose, as 
having been dismissed by PHW. 

(8) Where the transfer involves or would involve a 
substantial change in the working conditions to the 
material detriment of a person whose employment is or 
would have been transferred under paragraph (2), that 
person may treat the contract of employment as having 
been terminated, and that person is to be treated for 
any purpose as having been dismissed by PHW. 

(9) No damages are to be payable by PHW or a 
Local Health Board as a result of a dismissal falling 
within paragraph (8) in respect of any failure by PHW 
to pay wages to a person in respect of a notice period 
which the person has failed to work. 

(10) Paragraphs (2), (3), and (5) to (8) are without 
prejudice to any right of a person arising apart from 
this article to terminate that person’s contract of 
employment without notice in acceptance of a 
repudiatory breach of contract by the employer. 

(11) Records of PHW relating to the employment of 
those persons to whom paragraph (1) applies whose 
contracts of employment are to transfer pursuant to 
this article are to transfer to the transferee Local Health 
Board, on the transfer date. 
 
 
Vaughan Gething 
Minister for Health and Social Services, one of the 
Welsh Ministers 
26 September 2019 
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